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LIVING FOR THE CREATOR

Eccles. 12:1 – 14
The wise and penitent preacher is here closing his sermon; and he closes it, not only lie a good orator,
but like a good preacher, with that which was likely to make the best impressions and which he wished
might be powerful and lasting upon his hearers. Here is: an exhortation to young people to begin
betimes to be religious and not to put it off to old age, enforced with arguments taken from the
calamities of old age and the great change that death will make upon us. A repetition of the great truth
he had undertaken to prove in this discourse, the vanity of the world. A confirmation and
recommendation of what he had written in this and his other books, as worthy to be duly weighed and
concluded, with a charge to all to be truly religious, in consideration of the judgment to come.
1. The infirmities of old age

Eccles. 12:1–7; Lam 3:27; Nehemiah 4:14; II Samuel 19:35; Eccles. 11:8; Psalm 71:17–18; Zech.
8:4; Psalm 147:10; Genesis 27:1; I Kings 14:4; Genesis 3:19; Romans 6:12; Genesis 2:7; Psalm
49:15; I Peter 3:19; Luke 23:43,46
We should remember our sins against our Creator, repent, and seek forgiveness. We should
remember our duties, and set about them, looking to him for grace and strength. This should be
done early, while the body is strong, and the spirits active. When a man has the pain of reviewing a
misspent life, his not having given up sin and worldly vanities till he is forced to say, I have no
pleasure in them, renders his sincerity very questionable. Then follows a figurative description of
old age and its infirmities, which has some difficulties; but the meaning is plain, to show how
uncomfortable, generally, the days of old age are. As the four verses, 2-5 , are a figurative
description of the infirmities that usually accompany old age, ver. 6 notices the circumstances
which take place in the hour of death. If sin had not entered into the world, these infirmities would
not have been known. Surely then the aged should reflect on the evil of sin.
2. Living in the light of eternity

Eccles. 12:8–14; Psalm 62:9; I Kings 4:32–33; Ezra 9:8; Isaiah 22:23; Luke 16:29–31; II Peter
1:19–21; Deuteronomy 6:2; 10:12; Micah 6:8; Eccles 11:9; Romans 2:16; I Corinthians 4:5; Acts
17:30–31
Solomon repeats his text, VANITY OF VANITIES, ALL IS VANITY. These are the words of one
that could speak by dear-bought experience of the vanity of the world, which can do nothing to
ease men of the burden of sin. As he considered the worth of souls, he gave good heed to what he
spake and wrote; words of truth will always be acceptable words. The truths of God are as goads to
such as are dull and draw back, and nails to such as are wandering and draw aside; means to
establish the heart, that we may never sit loose to our duty, nor be taken from it. The Shepherd of
Israel is the Giver of inspired wisdom. Teachers and guides all receive their communications from
him. The title is applied in Scripture to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The prophets sought
diligently, what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ in them did signify, when it testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. To write many books was not
suited to the shortness of human life, and would be weariness to the writer, and to the reader; and
then was much more so to both than it is now. All things would be vanity and vexation, except they
led to this conclusion, That to fear God, and keep his commandments, is the whole of man. The
fear of God includes in it all the affections of the soul towards him, which are produced by the
Holy Spirit. There may be terror where there is no love, nay, where there is hatred. But this is
different from the gracious fear of God, as the feelings of an affectionate child. The fear of God, is
often put for the whole of true religion in the heart, and includes its practical results in the life. Let
us attend to the one thing needful, and now come to him as a merciful Saviour, who will soon
come as an almighty Judge, when he will bring to light the things of darkness, and manifest the
counsels of all hearts. Why does God record in his word, that ALL IS VANITY, but to keep us
from deceiving ourselves to our ruin? He makes our duty to be our interest. May it be graven in all
our hearts. Fear God, and keep his commandments, for this is all that concerns man.

